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Please join us online or
in person this weekend
as we begin our sermon
series “Meanwhile”
We hope to see you soon!

571870

SUNDAYS AT WHITE'S CHAPEL

School is back in session, calendars are filling up and Sunday routines—some new, some familiar—are falling into place. From
little ones to longtime friends, every generation seems happy to settle back into the familiar rhythm of Sundays at White’s Chapel.

A Place for Hope and Healing

“The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.”

By Leilani Barrera

there are many thoughts, voices
and opinions about how we ought
to respond, which paths toward healing
we should take and how we should feel.
While these insights can be helpful, often
what we need most during a time of grief
is a space for quiet.
At 6 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 24, in Walton
Chapel, a sacred and special Service
of Hope and Healing will be held for
anyone in need of prayer. Created
with a heart for peace and healing,

I oss is loud. Amid pain and suffering,

—Psalm 34:18

the service offers a place for those
experiencing any kind of grief or pain —
physical, emotional or spiritual. Everyone
carries a burden, and sometimes, in a
difficult season, having a place to offer
that weight to God and reflect on His
goodness can be transformative.

“Loss takes many forms,” the Rev.
Phyllis Barren said. “It may be the loss
of a loved one, a job, a relationship, a
marriage that is struggling, or the pain of
addiction. Sometimes we find ourselves
in a difficult season and need a place to
stop, breathe, pray and remember that
God is with us.

“There is no expectation that you must
have the right words or have everything
figured out. It is a time to come as
you are, receive prayer, be anointed,
participate in Holy Communion and allow
God to meet you in the middle of your
circumstances.”

After experiencing deep loss, it can
become difficult to hold on to hope. We
may give up on hew opportunities, the
possibility of a better future or the belief
that goodness can still be found. Yet, as
believers, we have hope rooted in the

HOPE cont’d on page 2
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An Adventure of
Biblical Proportions

By Debbie McKellar

Renner for an unforgettable journey
through Egypt Oct. 19-29, 2027,
with an optional extension to Petra and
the Dead Sea.
Dust off the passport. White’s Chapel is
heading to Egypt!
Some places are simply visited; others
seem to reach across the centuries and

' oin Dr. John McKellar and Dr. Todd

WC Missions & Outreach Update
Rotel Pasta Recipe

speak. Egypt is one of those places.
Here, Joseph rose from prison to power,
Moses challenged Pharaoh and the Holy
Family found refuge. Along the Nile—yes,
that Nile—travelers will be reminded that
the God of Scripture is also the God of
history.

In fall 2027, WC travelers will explore
this extraordinary land with Dr. John

EGYPT cont’d on page 2

A Bible of
Their Own

Sunday, Sept. 20
9:30 a.m. | Foundry
Registration required

by Sept. 15

Third graders will celebrate an
important faith milestone as they
receive personalized Bibles and
learn how to explore God’s Word for
themselves.

By Leilani Barrera

resenting third graders with Bibles
Pof their own is a longstanding

rite of passage—a tradition both
sentimental and significant. But why third
grade?

According to researchers and
educational specialists, this is the age
when an important transition often takes
place: Students move from learning
to read to reading to learn. No longer
simply decoding words, they begin
processing more complex concepts and
informational texts. With their growing
confidence and curiosity, third graders
are ready to explore Scripture in a new
way.

On Sunday, Sept. 20, at 9:30 a.m,,
White’s Chapel third graders will receive
personalized Bibles during a special
celebration in the Foundry.

The morning will begin with worship
and a brief message from the Rev.
Victor Resendiz. Each student will then
be invited forward to read or recite a

BIBLES cont’d on page 3

Lessons Along
the Way

By Dr. John McKellar

ne of the great blessings of
ministry is getting to know
people whose lives teach us

something about faith.

Our ministry partner, Bishop Joe
in Kenya and East Africa, recently
celebrated his 57th birthday. | am
grateful for the work we get to share with
him, but even more, | am grateful for his
friendship and the example of his life.

On his birthday, Bishop Joe shared
some lessons he has learned along the
way:

MUSINGS cont’d on page 3

Men’s Mission Trip
Oct. 14-18 | See Page 4
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Egypt

Cont’d from page 1

McKellar and Dr. Todd Renner, pairing
archaeological wonders with Biblical
teaching where familiar stories unfolded.
It is about as close to stepping into the
Bible as travelers can get without a time
machine.

“Egypt is on a lot of people’s bucket
lists, and to combine it with the Biblical
knowledge of John and Todd will be
a real treat,” said Tracy Christensen,
White’s Chapel adult ministry director.
“This is going to be a new and exciting
adventure for all who go on this journey!”

The adventure

The pilgrimage takes on special Biblical
significance Oct. 27 with a journey
to Mount Sinai and St. Catherine’s
Monastery, near the traditional site of the
burning bush, followed by a short hike
and Bedouin dinner.

On Oct. 28, the group will travel toward
Cairo along the route associated with
the Exodus, spend the night in Cairo and
prepare for the return flight Oct. 29.

Those not ready to come home may
add the “Wonders of Petra & the Dead
Sea” extension, Oct. 29—Nowv. 1. It
includes Amman, Petra, the Dead Sea,
the Byzantine mosaics of Madaba and
Mount Nebo, where Moses glimpsed the
Promised Land.

The Egypt tour starts

begins Oct. 19 with an
overnight flight to Cairo.
On Oct. 21, the group
will visit the Grand

Learn more at an
information meeting

at $5,148 per person
from Dallas/Fort Worth,
and the optional
extension starts at

Egyptian Museum, the at 12:15 p-m. $1,498. Register by
Pyramids of Giza and Sunday, Sept. 13, Nov. 19, 2026, to
the Great Sphinx. That . . receive a $150 early
is quite an opening act. in Adult Education registration discount.
Travelers will then fly Room 3103. Learn more at an

to Aswan and board a

information meeting

Nile River cruise. Stops

include the Aswan High Dam, the Granite
Quarries and Unfinished Obelisk, the
temples of Philae and Kom Ombo, and
Edfu’s Temple of Horus. Comfortable
shoes are advised; no one will be asked
to move an obelisk.

In Luxor, the group will explore Luxor
Temple and the vast Karnak Temple
complex, including its avenue of sphinx
statues and famed Hypostyle Hall.
Nearby discoveries include the Colossi
of Memnon, the Temple of Queen
Hatshepsut and the valleys of the Kings
and Queens.

From Luxor, the group will fly to
Sharm el-Sheikh, where Oct. 26 is
reserved for relaxation and independent
exploration—a chance to catch one’s
breath and remember which temple was
which.

at 12:15 p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 13, in Adult Education Room 3103.
Christensen will review the brochure,
trip highlights, registration and payment
plans. Another meeting will be offered in
early October. Specific hotel, cruise and
flight information is not yet available.

There is currently no limit on travelers,
Christensen said, although WC typically
prefers groups of 100 to 150.

More than sightseeing, this pilgrimage
is an invitation to wonder, worship and
learn—to encounter familiar Scripture
with fresh eyes. The pyramids are simply
a rather impressive bonus.

Travelers may register
and view the complete
brochure and itinerary by
scanning the QR code or
at eo.travelwithus.com/
tours/eg27101927w52305

FINANCIALS

Financials were not available at
the time of printing due to the

Labor Day holiday weekend.
Have a great week!

for one year.
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Hope
Cont’d from page 1

knowledge that God is at work in our
lives. As we seek His goodness, mercy
and love, we can trust that hope and
healing will spring forward.

“| hope that everyone who comes will
leave with a renewed sense of hope and
the reminder that healing is possible
when we place our lives in God’s hands,”
Barren said. “You do not have to have
experienced the death of a loved one
to come. Loss can be a job, a marriage,
a friendship, a dream, your health or a
sense of direction in life. It can also be
the struggle of addiction or watching
someone you love struggle.

“Everyone is welcome. You don’t have
to be a member of White’s Chapel or be
in a particular place spiritually. If your
heart is hurting or you need some time
with God, there is a place for you here.”

There is no unacceptable form of
loss. We have all experienced pain,
and as human beings, we need a place
where we belong—a place to lay down
our armor and receive restoration for
our souls. Scripture reminds us that
we will face hardship in life, but we
can cling to hope because He has
overcome the world, and a new day is
coming.

“God does not turn away from us when
we are hurting,” Barren said. “He draws

near. We also see throughout Scripture
that Jesus continually stopped for people
who were hurting, grieving, struggling
and searching for hope. The Service of
Hope and Healing is an opportunity to
do the same—to slow down, come into
God’s presence and allow God to bring
comfort, strength and hope.”

Are you tired of hiding? Come to this
service and find a place where you do
not have to conceal what you are going
through. Your struggles are welcome
here, and nothing is too big or too small
for God. There is no pressure to talk,
share or explain. You can simply come,
be still, pray and receive.

“l have been reminded again and again
that we never really know what someone
is carrying,” Barren said. “A person may
walk through the doors looking perfectly
fine while their heart is hurting deeply. |
believe this service can be a place where
people can set some of that weight down
for a little while and know they are not
alone.”

You may not leave with all the answers,
and your circumstances may remain
the same. But this service can give
you space to spend time with God and
remember that, because of Him, there is
always a reason to hope.

Everyone is welcome. For more
information, contact Rev. Lori Cotton or
Rev. Phyllis Barren.

Rev. Lori Cotton | Icotton@whiteschapel.org
Rev. Phyllis Barren | pbarren@whiteschapel.org
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Build a Home Project

Trinity Habitat for Humanity

Saturday, Oct. 3 & 3117:30 a.m.—1 p.m.
Garden Springs Development,

Fort Worth

White’s Chapel is again working with
Trinity Habitat for Humanity to help
fund and build a home in southwest
Fort Worth. The church needs at least
24 volunteers for the Oct. 3 build.
Volunteers must be at least 16 years old;
those younger than 18 may not operate
power tools.

Trinity Habitat for Humanity is a
Christian ministry that partners with
people in local communities to help them
build or improve places they can call
home. Habitat homeowners help build
their own homes alongside volunteers
and pay affordable mortgages. With the
church’s support through sponsorship
and volunteers, Habitat homeowners
gain the strength, stability and
independence they need to build better

lives for themselves and
their families.
Volunteers will work,
often alongside the
home partner, under
the direction of Habitat
construction leaders.
Work on the home’s
exterior may include
raising walls, installing
tornado fortifications and
windows, and putting up
siding. No prior experience
is required.

The workday is from
7:30 a.m.to1p.m., but
volunteers should plan to arrive early for
a few words and prayer. Safety is the top
priority, so the workday will begin with
a safety lesson from the Cornerstone
project manager.

Registration is required and is now
open. Early registration is preferred to
assist with construction scheduling.
Individuals registering additional
volunteers should select the number of
slots needed and include the volunteers’
names in the comments field. After
registering, volunteers will receive an
email containing the home’s address,
information about what to bring and
wear, and a Trinity Habitat liability waiver
to bring on the day of the event.

For more information, contact Beverly
Strait at bcherO6@gmail.com.

White’s Chapel
“Yesterday to Today”
Car Show
Saturday, Oct. 24
9-11a.m.
WC Parking Lot

White’s Chapel is
hosting a car show
Saturday, Oct. 24. Bring
a car, truck or motorcycle
to display, or come enjoy
the vehicles in the show.

This year’s event will
benefit Tarrant Area Food
Bank, which provides food to people
in need throughout 13 North Texas
counties. White’s Chapel partners with
the food bank through the WC Mobile
Market, which provides food to people at
five locations each month throughout the
year.

Activities for children also will be
offered. In addition to seeing vehicles
of all ages, shapes, colors and sizes,

children can enjoy special activities and
vote for their favorite vehicle for the Kids’
Choice Award.

Located in the back parking lot of
White’s Chapel, the car show is open
to everyone. Participants displaying
vehicles may arrive as early as 8 a.m. to
find a parking space. There is no cost to
display a vehicle. Donations to Tarrant
Area Food Bank are appreciated. Learn
more at wccarshow.com.

Disaster Response
Team Training
Sept. 131 2-5 p.m.
AE Room 3102
Disaster Response
Team volunteers are
required to undergo
extensive training before
assisting in the event of a
natural or human-caused
disaster. Teams are called
to serve as needed and
typically travel to affected
areas for three or four days at a time.
The next DRT training will be held Sept.
13. There is no cost for the training, but

registration is required online.
For more information, contact Larry
Smith at smith4family@verizon.net.

Fall Military Box Packing
Sept. 2111-3 p.m.
Evans Hall
Oct. 231911 a.m.
Evans Hall
Please join us to
help pack boxes
with decorations and
requested items such as
socks, food, toiletries,
and more. The packages
raise morale and let each
soldier know they are not
forgotten!
Registration is required online.

For more information, contact Bonnie
Cooper at bonkay27@yahoo.com.

Bibles

Cont’d from page 1

favorite Bible verse before receiving a
personalized Bible. Following the service,
families will have an opportunity to take
photos near the Jesus fountain.

At 11 a.m., the students will gather in the
sanctuary for special recognition. They
will process into worship behind the
pastors, sit together and be recognized
by Drs. John McKellar and Todd Renner.

The celebration is part of “Bible Basics,”
a three-week experience designed to
introduce children to the Word of God.
Classes will be offered Sept. 6, 13 and 27
during both the 9:30 and 11 a.m. worship
services, allowing families to choose the
time that works best for them.

Filled with engaging activities and
hands-on practice, the classes will help
students understand what Scripture is,
why it matters and how they can use
it for themselves. During the first two
sessions, children will learn how the
Bible is organized, practice locating
books and passages, and explore
its message, wisdom and various
translations.

In the final class, held after the students
receive their Bibles, they will learn how
to highlight meaningful verses, apply

Scripture to their daily lives and find
passages through interactive games.

Students will receive the “Hands-On
Bible,” written in the easy-to-understand
New Living Translation. It includes all 66
books of the Old and New Testaments,
along with colorful graphics, experiments,
activities and games designed to make
Bible reading an engaging experience.

The goal is not simply to place a
Bible in each child’s hands, but to give
students the confidence and tools to
begin exploring God’s Word on their
own. These lessons can help lay the
foundation for a lifelong journey of faith.

For families, the presentation offers
a chance to celebrate the dedication
that led to this special moment. For
the congregation, it is an opportunity
to surround these young students with
encouragement and demonstrate what it
means to invest in the spiritual growth of
the next generation.

Scripture study is a powerful way to
deepen our understanding of God, and
White’s Chapel is committed to guiding
children along that path. Receiving
a first personal Bible is an important
milestone—one that students and their
families will remember for years to come.

For questions or additional information,

contact Hannah Robbins.
Hannah Robbins | hrobbins@whiteschapel.org

Musings

Never despise humble beginnings.
Humility leads to honor.

Never be afraid to start small. As long
as you are growing, you will become
great.

Be faithful in little things and you shall
be entrusted with much.

Where you are is only a test. Pass the
test and you will graduate.

And perhaps my favorite:

Never look down on people. The
prisoner today may be your bridge to the
next level.

There is a lot of Gospel packed into
those few sentences. We live in a
world fascinated by big—big churches,
big crowds, big accomplishments, big
names. But God has always seemed
strangely comfortable with small things.

A shepherd boy named David.

A baby born in Bethlehem.

Five loaves and two fish.

A mustard seed.

Twelve ordinary disciples.

God seems to whisper throughout

Scripture, “Don't worry about starting big.
Just start faithful.”

| especially appreciate Bishop Joe's
reminder not to look down on anyone.
Jesus had a remarkable ability to see
possibilities in people everyone else
had written off. The tax collector. The
Samaritan woman. The thief on the cross.
People saw their past; Jesus saw their
possibilities.

Maybe that is one of the best
lessons we can carry into this new
season of ministry. Don’t despise where
we are. Don’t underestimate what we
have.

Don’t overlook the person standing
in front of us. And don’t become
discouraged because something starts
small.

Just keep planting. Keep serving.
Keep loving. Keep growing. Keep being
faithful.

I have lived long enough to discover
that some of God’s greatest blessings
begin in places that don’t look very
impressive at the time.

Thank you, Bishop Joe, for
reminding us.

And happy birthday, my friend.

The best is still ahead!
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COMMUNITY
CONNECTIONS

The Cup of Our Life | Book Study
Mondays, Sept. 14—Oct. 511:30-3 p.m.
Center for Spiritual Care

Anyone thirsting for a more intimate
and disciplined life of prayer will find a
rich wellspring in “The Cup of Our Life.”
In this original and practical book, author
Joyce Rupp shares how ordinary cups
can become sacred vessels that draw us
closer to God. Join Rev. Victor Resendiz
for this four-week interactive class
exploring how everyday experiences can
deepen your prayer life.

Register online.
Rev. Victor M. Resendiz
vresendiz@whiteschapel.org

Thrive Respite Night | Bushels of
Blessings
Friday, Sept. 18 | 6-8 p.m.

To kick off fall, join us in the Foundry for
“Bushels of Blessings,” an apple-themed

respite night celebrating the many ways
God has blessed us! Participants will
enjoy an evening filled with fun, creative
crafts, engaging games, delicious treats
and meaningful fellowship in a safe

and inclusive environment designed for
individuals of all abilities.

While participants make memories and
enjoy a night of laughter and meaningful
connection, parents and caregivers can
take some much-needed time to rest,
recharge or enjoy a night out knowing
their loved ones are being cared for by
our top-notch staff and volunteers. We
look forward to gathering with grateful
hearts as we celebrate the season and

the blessings found in the community.
Chelsea Cooper | ccooper@whiteschapel.org

Between the Lines
Wednesdays | 6 p.m. | The Sanctuary
For over 15 years, Dr. John McKellar
and Dr. Todd Renner have gathered with
the church on Wednesday nights for
thoughtful, engaging, and sometimes
delightfully unpredictable conversations
about Scripture. We’re beginning with
a jam-packed verse-by-verse journey
through the book of Ecclesiastes.
Renowned as Scripture at its most
honest, the book of Ecclesiastes wrestles
with issues of meaning, work, success,
family, time, and the search for a life that
actually satisfies. It asks the questions
we’re already asking...and refuses to
settle for easy answers. If you've ever
wondered how faith speaks into the real
rhythms of life—marriage, parenting,
ambition, disappointment—this study is
for you.

WC Men are returning to Blueprint Ministries in San Antonio this fall (Oct. 14-18
or 15-18) to share the love of Jesus Christ. All men, 18 and older, are welcome on
this trip. We also welcome male high school seniors who want to serve alongside
their father! No experience is necessary, just a willing heart. This is a terrific
opportunity to serve Christ and meet other men from the church. The three-day
cost is $295, and the two-day cost is $255. Registration is now open online. For

more information, visit mensmissiontrip.com or contact Jay McMeans.
Jay McMeans | jay@mcmeans.us

Prayer List

Angle Atlee, Jimmy Arnold, Kenneth Arnold, Darrell Ashmore, Dudley Barnes, Judy
Belter, Sheri Blalock, Nancy Bowman, Carol Burns, Joe Burns, Dennis Burt, Ross
Chapman, Kay Chapman-Coy, Bill Charters, Scott Chilcutt, Shirley Clay, Carolyn
Cockerell, Bill and Jimmie Nell Cook, Terri Craddock, Leslie Craig, Sharon Davidson,
Melodi Doran, Bryce and Devon Duran, Richie Ellison, Jeff Evans, Linda Evans, Ralph
Evans, Andy Flansburg, Patricia Garrett, Nick Gogos, Cynthia Gonzalez, R.G., Buddy Hall,
Sheena Hall, Patricia Hardman, Kay Hasseltine, Carolyn Hausler, Brian Heidebrecht,
Patricia Hendricks, Ronnie Holcombe, Alice Knowles-Holliday, Paul Holmes, Bill Hood,
Mary Howry, Dixie Hubbard, Barb Idol, Tonja Johnson, Jack Keen, Christopher Kender,
Jerry Kight, Dolores Kopesec, Kris Kraglanis, Connie Lamb, JoOAnn Lee, Michael Lee,
Lynn Little Bald Eagle, Michael Lucas, Lucas Lunday, Cindy Marshall, Rustico T. Martinez,
Don McCall, Tena McCall, Courtney McDougal, Sue McNutt, Ashley Miller, Bill Miller, Jeff
Miller, Kevin Mitchell, Connie Muncy, Jeff Nadeau, Linda Nadeau, Patrick O'Dell, Joy
Paprskar, Warren Parr, Beth Paschall, Azor Phelps Sr., Bill Preston, Brent Ratliff, Amber
Reeves, William Rowntree and Family, Pamela Salvador, Dot Self, Gregg Short, John
Slocum, JJ Snook, Jamieson Stewart, Luke Strain, Steve Swanston, Michelle Sweitzer,
Texas Grass Fires, Brad Veach, Tom Walker, Haley Ware, Rick Warner, Shannon Weimers,
Nan Wenrich, Megan and Eric Whitehead, Ron Whitson, Lindsey Wild, Danny Wilkins,
Carroll Willis, Vicki Winn, Melinda Witt, Brian Womble, Ken and Janie Woodard, Bobby
Wroten, Irma Zamora, Marcelina and Luis Zuniga, Carter. Recent deaths: The Family of
Dave Aistrup, The Family of Jim Chambers, The Family of Brenda Clark, The Family of
Sally Haschke, The Family of Larry Lethcoe, The Family of Beverly McDonald, The Family
of Joe McNamara, The Family of Mary Mitchell, The Family of Matthew

Mitchell, The Family of Gerald Moses Jr., The Family of Helen Post, The
Family of Blair Ann Scott, The Family of Olivia Ann Solomon, The Family
of Spencer Strong, The Family of Jack Wiggers.

Submit names via QR code or www.whiteschapel.org/prayers.html.

(Names will remain on this prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified
via QR code or www.whiteschapel.org/prayers.html.)
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