
By Drs. John McKellar and Todd Renner

When we joined the 
church in our  Methodist 
tradition, we promised 
to UPHOLD the Church 

with our prayers, presence, gifts, 
service, and witness.

Five simple promises. Five little 
words. But taken seriously, they 
describe a whole way of life.

And here is something beautiful: 
Upholding is a two-way street.

We pray…and discover a God who 
meets us there.

We show up…and find a community 
that carries us when we cannot carry 
ourselves.

We give…and discover the joy of 
living with open hands.

We serve…and somehow receive far 
more than we offer.

We tell the story of God’s grace…and 
remember that the story is also ours.

We promise to uphold the Church. 
And by God’s amazing grace, the 
Church becomes one of the ways God 
upholds us.

Isn’t that something?
We want to tell you something from 

the bottom of our hearts. We are 
continually humbled and overwhelmed 
by the generosity of this congregation.

We wish you could see what we 
see—the countless ways God is 
changing lives through White’s Chapel.

Because of you, extraordinary things 
are happening in the name of Jesus 
Christ!

Because of you, children are 
discovering Jesus’ love. Young people 
are finding their calling. Adults are 
growing in faith. Broken hearts are 
finding healing. People are coming to 
Christ and being baptized.

Because of you, thousands of prayers 
are lifted to heaven every week. 
Somewhere, someone is finding the 
courage to face another day because 
somebody at White’s Chapel cared 
enough to pray.

Because of you, our doors open to 
people searching for jobs, struggling 
with addiction, or longing for a place 
to belong. Our community gathers 
for concerts, graduations, and 
celebrations—all opportunities to 
extend Christ’s hospitality.

Because of you, we pay electric bills, 
purchase music, teach Confirmation 
classes, and prepare worship 
experiences that lift hearts toward 
heaven.

Some things sound ordinary. But there 
is nothing ordinary about what God can 
do through them!

Because of you, families in the 
mountains of Kenya can mill their own 
corn, and a new retention pond protects 
their village from devastating floods.

Because of you, our La Mesa 
congregation in east Fort Worth is 
moving into a new sanctuary, and a new 
church plant in Georgetown is thriving.

Because of you, neighbors without 
dental care are finding relief from pain.

Because of you, our Mobile Market 
ministry has delivered more than 
100,000 baskets of food across Tarrant 
County.

Think about that.
Somewhere tonight, a family will have 

food on the table. A child will know 
someone cares. A person who had 
almost given up will discover a reason to 
hope.

You may never meet them. Never 
know their names. Never hear their 
stories.

But because of you, their stories are 
different.

That’s what happens when God's 
people come together!

The Church is not merely another 
worthy institution. It is the Body of 
Christ, called to bring His love, hope, 
and light into a hurting world.

And every one of us has a part to play.
We cannot all give the same amount. 

But we can all give the same way—with 
grateful hearts and a desire to put God 
first. Every faithful gift becomes part of 
something greater than itself.

As we approach year’s end, our giving 
is tracking according to projections. 
However, approximately 30% of our 
annual budget is received in December. 
Finishing strong will require everyone’s 
continued faithfulness.

We ask you to prayerfully consider 
your year-end giving and your 
commitment for the coming year.

Not out of guilt. Not out of pressure. 
But out of gratitude for what God has 
done and anticipation for what God has 
yet to do.

We believe God still has new fields for 
us to plow, new seeds to plant, and new 
harvests to gather.

Our dream is that everyone who walks 
onto this campus will say with joy, “This is 
my church!”

Not simply the church I attend. This 
is my family. My place to serve. My 
opportunity to make a difference for 
Christ.

And that brings us back to that 
beautiful word: UPHOLD.

Think about what it means to uphold 
someone.

It means to hold them steady when 
the ground beneath them is shaking. To 
lift them when they are weary. To stand 
beside them when life becomes more 
than they can bear.

And isn’t that exactly what the Church 
has done for so many of us?

When a baby is born, the Church is 
there to celebrate.

When a young person stands at the 
altar to profess faith, the Church is there 
to rejoice.

When two people promise to love each 
other for a lifetime, the Church is there to 
bless them.

And when the doctor delivers the news 
we never wanted to hear…when the tears 
won’t stop falling…when we stand beside 
the grave of someone we love…the 
Church is there, too.

Praying. Loving. Holding us up.
And someday, when our own 

journey on this earth comes to an end, 

the Church will still be here. Still 
proclaiming the Resurrection. Still 
telling our children and grandchildren 
about Jesus. Still reaching out to a 
world that desperately needs hope.

What a privilege to help build 
something that will outlive us!

So, dear friends, when we ask you 
to uphold White’s Chapel with your 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, 
and witness, we are inviting you into 
something far greater than supporting 
a budget.

We are inviting you to help carry the 
love of Christ into lives you may never 
see and generations you may never 
know.

We uphold the Church because the 
Church has upheld us.

And beneath it all are the everlasting 
arms of a faithful God, who has upheld 
us every step of the way.

May we never grow weary of holding 
up the Church that God is using to hold 
up the world.

And may those who come after us 
find it strong, faithful, loving, and filled 
with the light of Christ.

Together, with 
grateful hearts and 
willing hands, let us 
UPHOLD what God 
has entrusted to us…
so that generations yet 
unborn may discover 
the same grace that 
has upheld us.

More Than a Promise. A Way of Life.

Praying. Loving. Holding Us Up.
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Upholding Tomorrow 
Dreams & Goals for 2027

The church has never been called to stand still. There are always new people to reach, new needs to meet, new opportunities to embrace and new ways to share the extraordinary love  
of Jesus Christ. And as we look toward 2027, we believe God is opening doors we haven’t even imagined yet!

We’re dreaming of a church where more children discover the wonder of faith, more families find a place to belong, more neighbors experience the love of Christ and more lives  
are transformed by the power of God’s grace. We’re dreaming of ministries that reach farther, relationships that grow deeper and opportunities that invite more people 

to discover the joy of being part of something bigger than themselves.
Of course, dreams don’t become realities simply because we dream them. They take prayer, imagination, courage and a willingness to follow wherever God leads. With that in mind,  

here’s a glimpse of what we’re dreaming about for 2027.

MISSIONS & 
OUTREACH

•	 To deepen our partnership with 
the Methodist Collegiate Church in 
Africa, strengthening relationships 
and expanding opportunities for 
mutual ministry and mission.

•	 To continue developing the La Mesa 
Community Center as a vibrant place 
of worship, fellowship, education and 
service for our neighbors, including 
families connected to T.A. Sims 
Elementary School.

•	 To strengthen our partnerships 
with GRACE and other community 
organizations as we respond to the 
growing challenges of homelessness, 
hunger, health and economic 
insecurity.

•	 To expand the reach and impact of 
our Mobile Market ministry, bringing 
practical assistance and the love of 
Christ to more families throughout 
our community.

•	 To build on the successful launch of 
our Trinity Service Project, expanding 
our efforts to renovate and restore 
homes for at-risk families—creating 
safer, more secure places to live and 
renewed hope for the future.

•	 To create additional opportunities 
for people of all ages to participate 
in hands-on mission experiences 
locally, nationally and internationally.

•	 To better tell the stories of lives being 
changed through our missions and 
outreach ministries—celebrating 
what God is doing in and through our 
church and helping 
congregants see 
the difference 
their faithfulness is 
making.

WORSHIP
•	 To continue cultivating passionate, 

authentic worship experiences in 
a variety of styles, helping people 
from different backgrounds and 
generations find meaningful ways 
to connect with God.

•	 To invest in the next generation of 
worshipers and worship leaders, 
creating new opportunities for 
children and students to discover 
and develop their gifts.

•	 To encourage families to worship 
together, and stress significance of 
corporate worship to children and 
students.

•	 To strengthen our online worship 
ministry, moving beyond simply 
reaching people digitally toward 
building genuine relationships and 
meaningful spiritual connections.

•	 To expand the reach of WC Music 
& Worship through creative 
resources, original content and 
new opportunities to share the 
beauty of worship beyond Sunday 
mornings.

•	 To continue improving our 
worship spaces and technology, 
ensuring that our facilities remain 
welcoming, accessible and 
equipped to serve generations to 
come.

•	 To cultivate a renewed spirit of 
invitation, encouraging every 
member to recognize that a 
simple invitation can become the 
beginning of 
someone’s 
journey of faith.

EVANGELISM, 
COMMUNITY & 
INVOLVEMENT

•	 To strengthen our efforts to 
welcome and connect guests 
and new members, helping every 
person discover not simply a place 
to attend but a community to 
belong to.

•	 To develop clearer pathways for 
people to take their next steps 
in faith, from their first visit to 
deeper involvement in worship, 
discipleship, service and leadership.

•	 To equip congregants to share their 
faith naturally and authentically 
through relationships, hospitality 
and everyday acts of love.

•	 To navigate the coming months of 
construction with grace, patience 
and flexibility—minimizing 
disruptions while ensuring 
that White’s Chapel remains 
a welcoming, vibrant place of 
worship, ministry and fellowship 
throughout this exciting season of 
growth.

•	 To build stronger partnerships 
with neighboring congregations 
and community organizations, 
recognizing that the work of God’s 
Kingdom is always larger than any 
one church.

•	 To find new ways to serve the 
changing needs of the communities 
around us, listening carefully to 
our neighbors and responding with 
compassion, creativity and grace.

•	 To continue nurturing a church 
culture in which every person 
understands that they have gifts to 
offer, a place to serve and a part to 
play in God’s 
unfolding 
story.

DISCIPLESHIP
•	 To develop and share meaningful 

Bible studies, teaching resources and 
original curricula that help people 
engage with Scripture and deepen 
their relationship with Christ.

•	 To strengthen our small-group 
ministries, helping people find 
communities where they can be 
known, encouraged, challenged and 
supported.

•	 To expand ministries for young 
adults, singles and young families, 
recognizing the unique opportunities 
and challenges of each season of life.

•	 To continue investing in WC Kids and 
WC Students, creating environments 
where the next generation can 
discover a faith that is both deeply 
rooted and personally meaningful.

•	 To expand the reach and impact of 
our Thrive Ministry, creating even 
more opportunities for individuals 
with special needs and their families 
to experience the joy of belonging, 
the strength of community and the 
love of Christ.

•	 To equip parents and families with 
practical resources for building strong 
relationships and nurturing faith at 
home.

•	 To continue developing welcoming, 
safe and inspiring spaces for learning, 
fellowship and spiritual growth.

•	 To develop a vibrant recreation 
ministry that encourages fellowship, 
promotes wellness and builds 
meaningful connections with our 
neighbors—laying the groundwork 
for an exciting new 
chapter of ministry 
when our new 
gymnasium opens.
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