
The Light Has 
Arrived
By Dr. Todd Renner

Not long ago, I found myself standing in a hospital 
corridor late at night. The hum of machines filled 
the silence…and down the hall, a single light glowed 
through an open doorway. Inside, a family huddled 

around a bed – hands clasped, 
hearts heavy – praying for a 
miracle. It was one of those 
moments when words fail and 
faith is all that’s left.

And yet, in that small room, 
hope was present. It wasn’t 
loud or dramatic. It didn’t make 
a scene or noise. It was simple, 
quiet, steady…but hope was 
unmistakably there: the kind of 
hope that whispers, “You’re not 
alone. God is still at work.” That’s 
the kind of hope our world is 
desperate for right now…and the 
kind of hope that shines from our 
church every day. 

Every day, I see it. I see it when 
our children sing with joy that 
can’t be contained. I see it when 
our students circle up to pray for 
a friend who’s struggling. I see it 
when someone walks through our 

doors for the first time and finds a place to belong. I see 
it when volunteers pack food, write cards, make hospital 
visits, and show up – again and again – to remind others 
that Love has not given up on them.

We know it from our own experience of it: that hope 
isn’t an abstract idea, that it has a name…and that name is 
Jesus. And when his Church shows up in the world with 
compassion, generosity, and grace, Hope shows up too.

That’s why this year’s stewardship theme means so much: 
Hope Is Here. Not just in the headlines of what God has 
done, but in the heartlines of this family of faith. Hope is 
here in the classrooms where faith is being formed. Hope is 
here in the counseling rooms where healing begins. Hope 
is here in every baptism, every small group, every mission 
trip, every whispered prayer.

And it’s here because you have chosen to be part of it.
Your giving, your serving, your praying, your faithfulness 

– they make hope tangible. Every dollar offered, every 
hour volunteered, every act of kindness shared becomes a 
declaration: Hope is not gone. Hope is alive. Hope is here!

As we look toward another year of ministry, we do so 
with hearts full of gratitude and eyes lifted 
toward the horizon. There’s more to be 
done. More people to reach. More lives 
to touch. More ways for Christ’s light to 
pierce the darkness. 
And it will take all of us – 
together – to keep hope 
shining bright.

So, thank you. Thank 
you for all that you give, 
for all that you share, 
and for all that you are. 
Thank you for helping 
us tell the world, in word 
and deed, that Hope Is 
Here!

Past, Present, 
Future 
By Dr. John McKellar

When I first came to White’s Chapel 33 years ago, 
the future looked uncertain. The pews were thinly 
filled, the budget was even thinner, and some folks 
were wondering if the doors would stay open much 
longer. I’ll never forget my very 
first meeting with the church 
leaders. People shared their 
concerns and their fears about the 
church’s future. Near the end of 
that meeting, Ed Baker, who was 
Chairman of the Board, jingled his 
keys and said, “We’re pretty close 
to taking these keys back to the 
bishop and telling him we quit. 
Pal, if you don’t have your running 
shoes on—if you’re not planning to 
hit the ground running—you better 
go find you another church.”

Well, I am so thankful for a group 
of people who joined me in lacing 
up our shoes—and stayed with 
it.  Because looking back, it is the 
spirit in this church that turned 
defeat into victory.

Hope showed up—not as a 
lightning bolt, but in people. One 
by one, God sent faithful men and women who refused to 
give up. I have said many times: the laity of this church are 
among the greatest Christian leaders I have ever had the 
privilege to work with. Add to that an incredible staff, and 
most of all, my family—who don’t always get the best parts 
of me but have stood by me through it all—and I can only 
say: I am a blessed man.

Through the years, there have been plenty of challenges. 
I remember when we ran out of space in the 1990s and 
held Easter in a big tent. Then there was the new sanctuary 
project—9/11 hit, prices skyrocketed, and we ran out of 
money. We moved into the building with poor sight lines, 
a sound system that was terrible, and no money to fix it. I 
literally preached standing on a box! And every December, 
we’d swallow hard to see if we could raise the budget. But 
through it all, God’s people kept hope alive.

Jesus was honest about it—the powers of evil will always 
try to thwart the work of God. I’ve seen that firsthand these 
past decades. Yet this church has met every challenge with 
faith, courage, and an unshakable belief that this is Christ’s 
church—and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.

One of the things I have always known is that God’s 
greatest blessing to us is the people in our lives. 
And I just want you to know how deeply blessed 
Pastor Todd and I are to share ministry with you. 
You lift us up in so many ways. You encourage 
us, challenge us, and make us proud to be your 
pastors.

Our stewardship theme this year, “Hope Is Here,” 
couldn’t be more fitting. Hope has been here 
from the start—alive in every prayer, every act of 
generosity, every person who said, “Let’s try again.”

I don’t believe God is through with us yet. Back 
in 1995, our first capital campaign carried the 
theme, “The Best Is Yet to Be.”  And you know 
what? That’s even truer today than it was then.

Hope is here, friends—and by God’s grace, it 
always will be.
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HOPE…AND THE FUTURE 
(Dreams & Goals for 2026)

Hope doesn’t look back. It looks beyond. It peers through what is to glimpse what can be. In fact, the prophet Isaiah reminds us that God is always doing a new thing: making a way in the wilderness and rivers of the desert. That 
promise calls us forward, not just to survive what’s next, but to shape it with faith and courage. Yes, we celebrate all that God has done in and through this church, but the horizon of hope keeps stretching further. We believe the 
same God who has been faithful in the past is already at work in our future, preparing paths we’ve yet to walk and hearts we’ve yet to reach. And so, we move forward – rooted in gratitude, propelled by grace, and confident that 

the best stories of hope are still to come. With your partnership, here’s just a glimpse of what we hope to accomplish in the name of our Lord next year…

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
•	 To deepen our work with the Methodist Collegiate Church in Africa 
•	 To expand our ministry with the La Mesa Community Center (including ministry, worship, 

and programming for the neighborhood and TA Simms Elementary School)
•	 To deepen our partnership with GRACE to confront regional issues 

of homelessness and health and to explore possible partnerships 
with other local agencies 

•	 To expand the use and reach of WC’s current Mobile Market ministry
•	 To offer a more robust slate of mission experiences and 

opportunities for adults – locally, nationally, and internationally

WORSHIP
•	 To pursue passionate, authentic worship in multiple styles
•	 To engage our kids & students to develop a passion and heart for 

worship (including raising up the next generation of worship leaders)
•	 To deepen our connection to those who worship online
•	 To broaden the reach of WC Music & Worship with original 

and covered worship content
•	 To create a culture of invitation
•	 To undertake the renovation of the sanctuary (including 

audio/visual upgrades)

EVANGELISM, COMMUNITY & 
INVOLVEMENT

•	 To intentionally focus on equipping and evangelism 
•	 To create welcoming environments for all people (spaces and opportunities for folks to 

find “families of the heart” in a transient community)
•	 Create a “Next Steps” discipleship plan to intentionally engage guests and new 

members with easier “on-ramps” to find “their place” at WC 
•	 To grow our regional ministry influence as we partner with fellow 

churches
•	 To be better neighbors to surrounding communities (each with 

their own struggles, needs & missional opportunities)

DISCIPLESHIP
•	 To grow the reach of our original content and curricula
•	 To expand our social media footprint, intentionally engaging multiple generations
•	 To create dynamic ministries, service opportunities, and worship experiences that meet 

the specific needs of our community’s growing population of singles and young adults
•	 To expand our ministry to the growing number of families with young 

children (marriage and parenting resources)
•	 To relaunch a small group ministry that meets the diverse needs of our 

community
•	 To create incredible ministry spaces for our kids, students and adults: 

inviting and safe places for discipleship, worship, and fellowship


