
the kind of pastor humor that makes you 
feel as if you’re sitting at the 
table with them.

(QR code to right links directly to 
the full video of their discussion.)

 
La Mesa: Finally Breaking Ground

The first project ready to launch is La 
Mesa, and after months of waiting on 
approvals and signatures, construction 
begins any day now.

“We are excited about getting La Mesa 
underway,” McKellar said, clearly relieved 
to finally share the news. “We can’t wait 
to keep everyone updated about this 
much-anticipated project.”

It’s the kind of milestone that lifts the  
whole church—like we collectively 
exhaled after holding our breath for far 
too long.

When Plans Grow Because the 
Church Has

Another theme that emerged this year 
is simple: growth. Everywhere. Programs 
are expanding, attendance is climbing 
and space needs are shifting. Because of 
that, nearly every building in the original 
campaign booklet has grown or changed 
in some way.

“As we said from the beginning, we 
have limited campus space,” McKellar 
noted. “We need to dream for the future 
the best we can. And literally every 
project in the dream booklet has grown. 
They’ve expanded to meet the needs.”

These updated ideas will be presented 
to the congregation and church 
leadership in 2026.

By Debbie McKellar

It’s hard to believe it’s already been 
a full year since White’s Chapel 
launched the “Now and Always” 
campaign. Back then, we invited 

our church family to imagine what God 
might build through us—to dream big, 
give boldly and look ahead with hope. 
And as often happens with big dreams, 
much of the first year has unfolded 
quietly in the background: architects 
redrawing plans, ministry teams offering 
thoughtful feedback and patient crews 
navigating city approvals one form at a 
time.

On Nov. 10, Co-Pastors Dr. John 
McKellar and Dr. Todd Renner sat down 
to reflect on where we’ve been and 
what’s coming next. Their conversation 
was honest and hopeful, sprinkled with 

2025 WC Holiday Events
Family Advent Wreath Instructions

INSIDE THIS 
WEEK’S ISSUE

WC Trains
Open Now until Jan. 4  |  See Page 4

HOLIDAY cont’d on page 3

ALWAYS cont’d on page 2 COMMUNION cont’d on page 2

Please join us online or 
in person this weekend  

as we continue our sermon 
series “Light of the World.” 
We hope to see you soon! 

Angel Tree Forest
Oct. 15–Dec. 7 
The Concourse & Online

In a year when many 
have lost jobs, food 
prices have soared, and 
hope feels elusive for 
more and more of our 

neighbors, the Angel Tree Forest stands 
as a powerful reminder of giving and 
generosity.

White’s Chapel Holiday Features: 
December 2025

A Season of Music, Mission, and Meaning
Once again, the trees have taken 

root throughout the halls of White’s 
Chapel, filling the concourse with color, 
compassion, and Christmas spirit. Each 
tree represents a unique outreach 
area—offering opportunities to support 
individuals and families in crisis and 
allowing participants to give in ways that 
align with their own passions for service.

Now in its 18th year, this cherished 
White’s Chapel tradition continues to 

grow. Families and individuals are invited 
to “adopt an angel,” purchase the listed 
items, and return them to the church by 
December 7. Typical angel tags include 
the name of the recipient and an item to 
purchase, with suggested costs ranging 
from $25 to $35. For those who prefer to 
participate from home, virtual angel trees 
are also available online.

Those who may not have time to shop 
can still share in the spirit of giving—gift 

certificates from Walmart or Target are 
always welcome and will be thoughtfully 
distributed to those in need.

Beyond gift purchases, volunteers are 
always needed to sort, organize, and 
deliver donations—helping ensure each 
gift finds its way to someone who truly 
needs it this holiday season. The church 
partners with numerous community 

December Communion Offering

Helping 
Hands in 

Nepal
By Debbie McKellar

Imagine facing a world where your 
hands no longer do what they were 
created to do—where simple tasks 
like buttoning a shirt, tying a shoe, or 

lifting a spoon become nearly impossible. 
For many in Janakpur, Nepal, this isn’t 
a passing thought but daily reality. 
Their hands bear the scars of leprosy, 
burns, injuries, or birth defects—leaving 
them to navigate life with unimaginable 
challenges.

For about six years, White’s Chapel 
has designated one of its communion 
offerings to support Lalgadh Leprosy 
Hospital and Services Centre (LLHSC) in 
Nepal’s Dhanusha District. This 
December’s offering will once again 
go toward that vital and heart-breaking 
cause, ensuring that every dollar given 
reaches those in need.

Although known primarily as a leprosy 
hospital, Lalgadh provides far more than 
specialized care for those affected by 
the disease. Each year, tens of thousands 
of patients are treated there for a wide 
range of illnesses including malaria, 
meningitis, malnutrition, tuberculosis, 
typhoid, cholera, respiratory infections, 
and parasitic diseases.

As one of the world’s busiest leprosy 
hospitals, Lalgadh Centre operates 
nearly a hundred inpatient beds and 
treats more than a hundred thousand 
outpatients each year—including 

Lalgadh Centre operates 
nearly a hundred inpatient 

beds and treats more than a 
hundred thousand outpatients 

each year—including 
thousands of children.

“Now and Always:” 
A Year Later, the 
Vision Comes to Life
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Communion
Cont’d from page 1

thousands of children. The hospital 
serves an area of roughly six million 
people, managing Nepal’s 
national leprosy program for 
its region while also caring 
for patients with a wide 
range of other illnesses. 
Its Community 
Outreach 
program supports 
more than a 
hundred Self-Help 
Groups across 
nearby districts, 
offering education, 
social support, and vocational 
training. In addition, Lalgadh runs a 
robust training program for government 
health workers, doctors, and international 
students—all part of its mission to deliver 
compassionate, high-quality preventive, 
curative, and rehabilitative health care to 
those who need it most.

One of the most remarkable efforts 
at Lalgadh is the annual “Hand-
Reconstructive Surgery Bash,” an 
intense 8- to 10-day mission led by 
visiting specialist Dr. Donald  

Sammut and his team from the UK. While 
local doctors perform reconstructive 
surgeries year-round, the most complex 
cases require the expertise of Dr. 
Sammut’s team. Each year, children, 
teenagers, adults, and the elderly travel 
for days—from the high mountains 

of Nepal and the distant Terai 
plains, even from across the 
Indian border—for what may 
be their one and only chance to 

regain the use of their hands.
Sometimes it’s hard to grasp 

how far a few dollars 
dropped into a 
communion basket 

can reach. But at 
Lalgadh, those gifts 
quite literally change 

lives. They restore not 
just hands, but dignity, 

independence, and hope. 
The Nepal Leprosy Trust, a Christian 

organization, oversees the hospital. Its 
mission extends far beyond medicine—
serving those who are ill, needy, 
disabled, and marginalized by providing 
health care, rehabilitation, education, 
and community development.  

Your offering will, additionally, help 
ensure that this ministry of healing 
continues—restoring hands, restoring 
lives, and restoring hope.

Always
Cont’d from page 1

One of the most exciting 
examples is the proposed 
Spiritual Care and Formation 
Center. The newest plans 
include a welcoming parlor 
for gatherings of 50 to 60 
people, refreshed areas 
for AA and counseling ministries, and 
a 400-square-foot workshop designed 
for hands-on ministries and outreach. If 
approved, groundbreaking could begin 
in early 2026.

A Smarter, Taller Plan for Students
Another possible change in scope 

involves enlarging the student area. 
After months of navigating fire-
lane restrictions, city codes and the 
challenges of building on a slope, 
architects suggested a creative solution: 
instead of expanding outward, build 
upward.

“Our two-story student building was 
constructed almost 20 years ago with 
the infrastructure for a third floor,” Renner 
explained. “And we think the best choice 
for us right now—this being our one shot 
to do it right—is to go ahead and build 
that third story.”

This approach would allow students to 
enjoy new, purpose-built spaces while 
keeping WC Kids right where they are 
on the first two floors. The new third 
floor also would connect directly to the 
future gym and recreation area, creating 
a cohesive ministry hub that serves 
families for generations.

“Some of the concepts and designs 
we’ve seen are just stunning,” Renner 
added. “We are excited about presenting 
these ideas to the congregation.”

The Foundry: New Construction 
and a Fresh Update

As part of these evolving plans, a new 
Foundry—located near the sanctuary—
is being formulated. It would seat 580 
people and offer improved accessibility. 
Meanwhile, the current Foundry would 
transition into a flexible, multipurpose 
space for events, programs and 
fellowship gatherings.

It’s a plan that honors the past while 
making room for what comes next.

Mission First, Always
Throughout the conversation, McKellar 

returned again and again to one core 
value: our buildings are here to serve the 
mission—not overshadow it.

“We try to build things that are nice, 
with decent air conditioning,” he joked, 
“but not monumental.”

He shared a guiding principle that has 
shaped decades of ministry at White’s 
Chapel.

“I promised God, ‘If You help us build 

these buildings, we will give them away 
and wear them out.’ And that’s exactly 
what we’ve done.”

Children touching walls? Youth filling 
rooms? Ministries stretching every inch of 
space? Perfect. That means we’re doing 
exactly what we set out to do.

“The worst thing would be to build 
something so nice we don’t want the 
children to touch it,” McKellar said. “We 
want to wear it out. We want to break it 
so we can fix it.”

Renner echoed that mission-centered 
clarity:

“We have tried to remain true to our 
initial objectives for this campaign:

• Help La Mesa build a community
center to foster and develop the
ministry underway in East Fort
Worth

• Provide exciting new spaces for
our children and youth that will
help grow disciples for the future

• Renovate our sanctuary to improve
the temporary fixes we have made
through the years and to make it
accessible and safe for our choir
and orchestra

• Renovate the Foundry to provide
greater capacity for our growing
ministries

We think the changes that are being 
formulated will better help us fulfill those 
campaign goals than the initial concepts.”

There’s Still Time to Join In
With new families joining every month, 

many are asking how to participate.
“There’s a digital pledge card on the 

homepage,” Renner said. “People keep 
asking, ‘When can I start paying my 
pledge?’ Anytime. Anytime.”

McKellar added: “It is not too late. And 
the more folks we have, the better this 
becomes.”

As construction begins and plans 
continue to take shape, there’s a growing 
sense of gratitude—mixed with the kind 
of excitement that naturally comes when 
God is clearly at work.

“We love this “Now and Always” 
dream,” McKellar said. “God is doing a 
great work now, but we are so excited 
about the future and how the Lord will 
use us to bless what’s coming.”

And that’s where we stand today: in a 
season of possibility, holding the same 
hope that launched this campaign a year 
ago and moving forward—faithful, joyful 
and fully committed to wherever God 
leads next.

mailto://cgruenewald@whiteschapel.org
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organizations to identify these angels, 
representing real people and families 
who could use a little extra love and 
support.

For those who find the holidays 
especially difficult—perhaps facing 
the loss of a loved one or a quieter 
Christmas than before—this tradition 
can take on special meaning. Finding an 
angel that reminds you of that person 
and shopping in their honor can be 
surprisingly healing—a quiet, heartfelt 
way to give while remembering someone 
you love.

New angels are added regularly, so be 
sure to check the trees in the Concourse 
or visit the Involvement Desk for the 
latest opportunities to give. Together, 
we can keep the forest thriving—and the 
spirit of generosity growing—one angel 
at a time.

Christmas Trains
Nov. 15–Jan. 4 
The Concourse

Since 2017, the White’s 
Chapel Trains have become 
one of our church’s most 
beloved holiday traditions. 
Each year, the layout grows 

in both size and popularity—drawing 
children and adults alike to the magic 
and motion of miniature railroads decked 
out for Christmas.

How many trains are there? You’ll have 
to come and see! The display features 
an imaginative blend of local landmarks 
and holiday scenes—including our 
own Founders Chapel, Southlake Town 
Square, nativity sets, old-fashioned 
carolers, choirs, kids, animals, skiers, 
shoppers, and even Snoopy and Charlie 
Brown. Hidden among them all is Wesley, 
our elusive little friend—can you spot him 
this year?

There’s so very much to see, including 
the best sight of all: the light in the 
eyes of children who gather around the 
display, completely mesmerized by the 
wonder of it all. Bring the whole family 
and make it part of your holiday tradition!

The regular Christmas Train schedule is 
posted at wctrains.com and on the 
White’s Chapel website. The trains 
will also be running during all special 
Christmas events—services, concerts, 
and community gatherings.

Before or after your visit, stop by 
Wesley’s Café for a cup of hot cocoa or 
specialty coffee, and take a stroll through 
the Angel Tree Forest in the concourse 
for even more Christmas cheer.

Whether you’re young or young at 
heart, the miniature trains bring joy to 
everyone who visits. Don’t miss this 
year’s run—White’s Chapel at its most 
magical!

The Christmas 
Pyramid
Throughout Advent & 
Christmas East Entrance 
near Evans Hall

Just inside the east 
“Welcome” doors near 

Evans Hall, a magnificent 23-foot 
Christmas Pyramid rises toward the 

ceiling—a stunning 
reminder of the 
story of Christ’s 
birth. Crafted 
by artisans in 
Germany, this one-
of-a-kind structure 
beautifully tells the 
Christmas story 
through intricate 
tiers and hand-

carved figures.
The history of wooden Christmas 

pyramids dates back to the 16th century 
in Germany’s Ore Mountain region. 
These early carousels, decorated with 
candles and small wooden figures, are 
believed to have inspired the tradition of 
the modern Christmas tree. Traditionally 
displayed on tabletops, the pyramids 
rotate gently when the heat from candles 
creates an updraft, setting the tiers in 
motion.

White’s Chapel’s pyramid takes 
that heritage to a new level. Built by 
a German craftsman to the church’s 
specifications, it is recognized as the 
largest indoor pyramid in the United 
States. Each of its five tiers tells a 
different part of the Nativity story—from 
the Holy Family and shepherds to the 
Three Kings and angels above. Large 
faux candles light the display, while a 
motor keeps the tiers slowly turning, 
bringing the Christmas story to life in 
motion.

A breathtaking blend of faith, art, 
and tradition, the Christmas Pyramid 
welcomes all who enter the church 
this season—a radiant symbol of joy, 
craftsmanship, and the timeless story of 
Christ’s birth. The display will remain in 
place throughout Advent and Christmas, 
inviting everyone to pause, reflect, and 
celebrate the wonder of the season.

Christmas Worship 
Experience
Saturday, Dec. 13  
5:30 p.m. | The Sanctuary
Sunday, Dec. 14 
9 & 11 a.m. 
The Sanctuary

(Brunch served in Evans Hall 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.)

Celebrate the joy of Christmas with a 
grand Christmas Worship Experience 
in the Sanctuary! Friends, families, 
neighbors, and community members are 
warmly invited to join as we honor the 
Savior’s birth through an uplifting blend 
of music, message, and media.

This year’s presentation will feature 
powerful worship songs, stirring 
arrangements, talented soloists, and 
creative new visual elements that bring 
the Christmas story to life. It’s an inspiring 
event designed to fill hearts with hope 
and remind us of the true meaning of the 
season.

On Sunday morning, guests are invited 
to enjoy a festive Christmas brunch in 
Evans Hall, served from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
—a perfect way to gather with friends 
between services and share in the 
fellowship of the day.

 The White’s Chapel Holly Jolly Trolley 
rolls in this year (replacing our usual bus) 
to provide extra transportation and help 
with parking. The festive Trolley adds 
holiday cheer while leaving our campus 
parking for visitors! Come join the fun 
from 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.!

Carols, Cookies & 
Cocoa 
Wednesday, Dec. 17  Event 
6 p.m. | The Sanctuary
Crafts 4:30 p.m. 
Evans Hall

Calling all Christmas 
carolers! There’s no better way to 
“spread Christmas cheer” than by 
gathering friends and family for Carols, 
Cookies & Cocoa—a beloved White’s 
Chapel tradition that delights kids and 
adults alike.

The evening begins with a Christmas 
craft activity from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. in 
Evans Hall, followed by the main event 
at 6 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Guests will 
enjoy singing favorite carols, sipping hot 
cocoa, and sharing cookies in a joyful 
celebration of the season.

Children are invited to the front during 
Christmas Story Time, a sweet highlight 
where leaders read a holiday story 
that captures the wonder of Christmas 
through a child’s eyes.

Whether you come with neighbors, 
friends, or your whole family, this evening 
promises laughter, warmth, and the 
simple joy of Christmas fellowship—one 
song, one cookie, and one smile at a 
time.

Vocal Majority 
Christmas 
Spectacular 
Concert
Thursday, Dec. 18 
7:30 p.m. | The Sanctuary

Whether you come 
for the nostalgia of 

your favorite carols or the rich, soaring 
harmonies of the Vocal Majority, this 
concert is the perfect addition to your 
holiday season.

The award-winning men’s chorus 
returns to White’s Chapel with a festive 
program that blends beloved classics, 
fresh arrangements, and special guest 
performances. Expect an evening 
filled with warmth, joy, and the kind of 
Christmas magic that only music can 
create.

Known for their powerful sound and 
heart-stirring performances, the Vocal 
Majority has inspired audiences across 
the nation—and this concert promises 
to be no exception. Gather friends 
and family, settle into the beauty of 
the Sanctuary, and let the music of the 
season lift your spirit.

Tickets are available through the Vocal 
Majority website for $31.50 plus service 
fees.
vocalmajority.com

Holiday
Cont’d from page 1

WC Presents: 
Concert Bells 
of Fort Worth
Sunday, Dec. 21 | 6 p.m.  
The Sanctuary

Experience the 
breathtaking artistry of 

the Concert Bells of Fort Worth as they 
return to White’s Chapel for a special 
Christmas performance. Known for their 
precision, grace, and rich, shimmering 
sound, this professional handbell 
ensemble brings holiday music to life in a 
way that’s both elegant and inspiring.

The evening will include beloved 
carols, sacred favorites, and festive new 
arrangements—an unforgettable concert 
that celebrates the beauty and wonder 
of the season. Perfect for families, music 
lovers, and anyone seeking a peaceful 
pause amid the holiday rush.

Christmas Eve 
Services
Tuesday, Dec. 23 – 
Wednesday, Dec. 24  
The Sanctuary

We warmly invite you, 
your family, and your 

friends to celebrate the joy of Christmas 
at White’s Chapel’s Christmas Eve 
worship services. With eight services to 
choose from, there’s a time and style to 
fit every family’s holiday tradition.

From contemporary to traditional 
to liturgical worship, each service 
offers its own expression of praise and 
celebration—yet all share the same 
focus: worshipping the Newborn King 
together. Every service concludes with 
the timeless beauty of a candlelight 
homage to the baby Jesus, filling the 
Sanctuary with light and hope.

Tuesday, Dec. 23

• 5:30 p.m.
Contemporary
Service

Wednesday, Dec. 24

• 11 a.m.
WC Kids Christmas Eve Service

• 1:30 p.m.
Traditional Service

• 3:30 p.m.
Traditional Service

• 3:30 p.m.
Contemporary Service

• 5:30 p.m.
Traditional Service

• 5:30 p.m.
Contemporary Service

• 11 p.m.
Liturgical Service

A Season of Music, 
Mission, and Meaning

https://vocalmajority.com/
https://vocalmajority.com/
www.wctrains.com
www.whiteschapel.org
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Thrive Family Event
Saturday, Dec. 6 | 10:30 a.m. to Noon  
Wesley Cafe Area

Everyone participating in the Thrive 
Program at White’s Chapel and their 
families are invited to attend this time 
of fun and connection. This event is 
specifically designed for those with 
additional needs.
Alyson Bator | abator@whiteschapel.org

Young Adults Christmas Party 
Tuesday, Dec. 16 | 6:30 p.m. 
Student Room 4201

If you are a college student home for 
the holiday or a young adult, we would 
like to invite you to join us Tuesday, Dec. 
16 for our annual YA Christmas Party.
Bring a $15 gift for the white elephant gift 

exchange, wear a fun Christmas sweater, 
and bring a friend! We will have friends, 
food and fun. 
Logan de Groot | ldegroot@whiteschapel.org

Classic Adult Fellowship 
Christmas Brunch | Dec. 19
11 a.m. (doors open at 10:15) 
Evans Hall

Sign up online or contact Director 
Laurie Williams for reservations. 
lwilliams@whiteschapel.org | (817) 481-4147

Southlake Focus Group Main Session
Thursdays | 7:30 to 10:30 a.m.
EH Room 2131 

Meeting includes: networking, 
job announcements, job leads, 
practical job search workshops, and 
encouragement and motivation to help 
you succeed during career transition. 
We are independent in affiliation and 
interdenominational in reach. The 
Southlake Focus Group has regular 
attendees from Dallas, Tarrant, Denton 
and Collin counties. Group members 
come from diverse industries and varied 
job functions.
southlakefocusgroup.com

Prayer List

COMMUNITY
CONNECTIONS

Patti Ackley, Carol Barret, Jim Bills, Bonnie Bloxham, John Boelens, Jim Bottrell, 
Nancy Bradley, Cheryl Brashear, Sarah Brown, Zach Bruton, Mark Burdette, Pierce 
Butler, Bobbie Cameron, Gigi Capili, Pat Carpenter, Kay Chapman-Coy, Tommy Clark, 
Jesse Cobb, Lola Cobb, Carolyn Cockerell, Evelyn and Eli Contreras, Shelby Coody, 
Bill and Jimmie Nell Cook, Cliff Courtney, Leslie Craig, Barton Davis, Rick Davis, Travis 
Deering, Amy DeGray, Bob Dellamura, Carol Dominiec, Jim Dougherty, John and Amy 
Duckworth, Chris Dyer, Laurie Evans, Ralph Evans, Terry Fisher, Mary Franco, George 
Friend, Brandi Yellock Frugé, Emmy Gaarder, Shelly Gillette, Coen Glenney, Brenda 
Glimstad, Betsy Godbold, Landon Goins, Buddy Hall, Harper Hayes Hall, Gail Haterius, 
Lynne Hein, Karen Hodges, Michelle James, Annette Keller, Christopher Kender, 
Jerry Kight, Dean Kim, Debbie Kissire, Lynda Knorpp, LaJuana Knott, Cooper Kohan, 
Catherine LaCroix, Ashley Barret Leder, Michael Lee, Jackson Little, Matt Mabie, Susie 
Malone, Steven Mart, Sharon Martin, Tex McCarthy, Shari & Ron McFarland, Philip 
McMahan, Sue McNutt, Pam Moore, Dave Mueller, Alice Myers, Don Netzer, Alexis 
Okura, Blanca Palacios, Jon Reeves, Norma Resendiz, Kat Robbins, Jane Robertson, 
Megan Robison and Brayden Steele, Johnnie Ruth Rogillio, Laura Schroeder, Paul 
Sewall, Sandy and Deetz Shepherd, Nancy Shull, John Sloan, Mike Smith, Patsy 
Smith, LeGrand Spradley, Jamieson Stewart, Orville Summey, Steve Swanston, Julie 
Timmons, Carter Timms, John Underwood, Laura Vastola, Rolando Villaruel, Linda 
Wallace, Rick Warner, Tom Wenger, Carley West, Linda Winant, Vicki Winn, Mark 
Wolfe.  Recent deaths:  The Family of Jerry Barron, The Contreras Family, The Family 
of Steve Dowd, The Family of Bill Ellermeyer, The Family of Bob 
Fisher, The Family of Erin Griswold, The Family of Bob Horn, The 
Family of Evelyn Iszak, The Family of Debi LaMarr, The Family of Lisa 
Louks, The Family of Jim Swanson.
Submit names via QR code or www.whiteschapel.org/prayers.html.
(Names will remain on this prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified 
via QR code or www.whiteschapel.org/prayers.html.)

Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra Holiday Concert
Tuesday, Dec. 16 | 7 p.m. | The Sanctuary

Celebrate the holiday season with this family-friendly concert featuring the Fort Worth 
Symphony Orchestra. Attendees will enjoy favorite pieces such as “Deck the Halls,” 

“Jingle Bells,” “Sleigh Ride,” and more. Tickets are available on the Fort Worth Symphony 
Orchestra website for $25. APEX members can get tickets for $20,  

and kids (10 years old and younger) can attend for $10.
Tickets are available for purchase at fwsymphony.org.
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